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The Kalinga War

The war that changed Ashoka’s life

= Kalinga was a prosperous little kingdom lying besgwéehe river Godavari
and Mahanadi, close to the Bay of Bengal. It hathtamtry of 60,000
men, 10,000 horsemen and 600 elephants

= Ashoka wanted to capture this fertile land. A fesbattle followed, in
which there were too many casualties

= There were more than a lakh prisoners of war. émtidst of the
battlefield, Ashoka stood with the wounded, cripléad the dead &
around him. It was during this war that he earmedtitle ‘Ashoka the
Great’

= After the battle of Kalinga was over, King Ashokanton a tour of the
city. He could see nothing except burnt housessaattered corpses. This
was the conseqguence of his greed

= After he had returned to Patliputra, he was hauhyeithe scenes he saw in
Kalinga. Even his queen, Devi, who was a Buddhafithim after seeing
the brutality at Kalinga

= A new light dawned on him, and he swore that helevoaver wage war
again
It was during this time that he embraced Buddhisihen the Brahmin
Buddhist sages
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