


 SUBJECTIVE  

Subjective poetry is 
personal .It treats 
the subjects which 
are drawn from 
within the poet’s 
own mind. The 
poet’s own 
personality forms 
the core of the poem 
.Romantic poetry for 
instance is highly 
subjective. 

OBJECTIVE  

Objective poetry 
treats the subjects 
which are outside 
the poet’s mind. 
Here, the poet deals 
with the external 
human life and 
activity. Ballads and 
epics are fine 
examples of 
objective poetry. 



As its name suggests, the lyric is a 

musical poem which can be sung with 

the musical instrument called the lyre. 

The Oxford dictionary defines it as 

follows: “A short poem usually divided 

into stanzas and directly telling the 

thoughts or sentiments of the poet”. 

The lyric has the features like single 

emotion , spontaneity and smiplicity. 



The sonnet is one of the important 

types of the lyric. It is the poem of 

fourteen lines. It is carefully ordered 

and bound by definite rules. It has the 

characteristics like brevity,single 

thoughts and subjective note. It has 

two kinds – Petrarchan Sonnet and 

Shakespearean Sonnet . 



 PETRARCHAN SONNET  

Petrarchan sonnet is one of 
the notable kinds of the 
sonnet. It was originated 
by Petrarch in Italy. So it 
is also called Petrarchan 

or Italian Sonnet . 
Petrarchan sonnet has 
typical structure. It has 
two parts. The first part 

consists of the first 8 
lines and is called 

“Octave”. The second part 
covers the remaining 6 

lines and is called 
“sestet”. The rhyme –

scheme of the octave is 
“abb aa bba” and the 
rhyme –scheme of the 

sestet is “cdcdcd” or “cde 
cde”. 

 

 SHAKESPEAREAN 
SONNET  

Shakespearean sonnet is a 
prominent kind of the 
sonnet. It is also known as 
English Sonnet .  
Shakespeare used it 
effectively and so it is 
called Shakespearean 
sonnet.However , instead 
of having an octave and 
sestet, it has 12 lines 
followed by a couplet . The 
twelve lines are divided 
into three stanzas of four 
lines each. They are called 
quatrains. The rhyme-
scheme of the 
Shakespearean sonnet is 
“abab ,cdcd,efef,gg”. 



The ode is a special kind of the lyric. It is a 
poem which is addressed to some person or 
thing. Thus, an ode is the form of an 
address . It is not written “about” but “to”. 
The ode has a features like: 1.An exalted 
subject- matter.  

2.Form of an address. 

3.over-elaboration. 

There are more types of ode they are as 
folloes: 



Pindaric Ode is one of the important kinds of 

the ode. It is sung by a chorus and so it is 

known as chronic ode. It is also called as 

Dorian ode. Pindaric ode has typical 

structure. The stanzas here are arranged in 

groups of three and each group is called 

“traid”. 



Lesbian Ode is one of the major kinds of the 

Ode. It is also called as Horatian ode. It is 

actually modeled on Pindaric ode but with 

much modification. It is simpler and easier 

than Pindaric ode.  



The English Ode is one of the kinds of the Ode. 

It does not have any particular form. It is an 

address written on some special occasion. 

There are two types of English Ode –Regular 

and Irregular . In the former, the stanzas are 

similar but in the latter , each stanza has a 

different pattern. 



The Ballad is a notable form of the 

lyric. It can be defined as “a story in 

verse”. It is thus a narrative poem. It 

narrates stories of love, adventure and 

fighting. The features of the ballad may 

be stated as : 1.Dramatic narration 

                     2. Objectivity and  

                     3. Musical quality. 



The elegy is one of the prominent forms of 

the lyric. It may be defined as a song of 

lamentation or of praise, especially of the 

dead. The elegy thus is an expression of 

grief. Simplicity , mourning and sincerity 

are the salient features of the elegy. 

 

 PASTORAL ELEGY: 

The Pastoral Elegy is a type of Elegy . In it, 

the poet considers himself , to be a 

shepherd. However, the Pastoral Elegy ends 

with hope.  

 



The Song is often called the original 

form of the lyric. It may be defined as 

“ a shod poem set to music and 

intended to be sung”. A few features of 

the song may be stated as “brevity”, 

“simplicity”, “emotions” and 

“spontaneity”. 



Epic is one of the important forms of 
Impersonal Poetry. It is long narrative poem 
which narrates heroic actions of its hero. 
The characters in the epic too are heroic 
and even supernatural. The epic is very 
vast and generally has twelve books .It has 
much use of interpolation. The few notable 
features of the Epic are 
comprehensiveness, high seriousness , 
proposition, invocation and chronic quality. 



As its name suggests, mock epic is the 

parody of the epic. In it, all the major 

features of the regular epic are used in 

connection with a trivial theme. The 

results cause mocking or ridiculous 

effect. 



Dramatic monologue is a typical form 
of poetry. In it there is one speaker and 
one or more listeners. The speaker tries 
to convince the hearer of what he/she 
thinks. Through the speech of the 
speaker the reader learns everything 
about him/her and others . The 
dramatic monologue resembles the 
soliloquy. 



The label “ Metaphysical poetry” is 

used for the poetry of certain 

seventeenth century poets. 

Metaphysical poetry has features like 

learning, farfetched images , obscurity 

and use of hyperbole.  



 War Poetry , as its name suggests, 

refers to the poetry about war . There 

are two groups of war poets. One group 

praises war while the other groups 

blames war as horrible. War poetry has 

features like satirises war, melancholic, 

realistic. 



Romantic poetry refers to the age of 

English Poetry from 1798 to 1832. It 

opposed the classical rules of the 

poetry and revived the romantic ideas 

of the Elizabathan Age . Romantic 

poetry has features like subjectivity, 

imagination, escapism, nature and 

melancholic.  



Victorian Poetry refers to the English 

Poetry of the period from 1832 to 1900. 

Conflict between religion and science , 

melancholic note and medieval note 

are some of the notable features of 

Victorian Poetry. 



Modern Poetry refers to the poetry of 

modern age. It is characterized by 

symbolism, imagery , realism and 

satirical note. 
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