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According to the common misconception and misuse of the term, myths are merely 

primitive fictions, illusions, or opinions based upon false reasoning. Actually, mythology 

encompasses more than grade school stories about the Greek and Roman deities or clever fables 

invented for the amusement of children (or the harassment of students in college literature 

courses). It may be true that myths do not meet our current standards of factual reality, but then 

neither does any great literature. Instead, they both reflect a more profound reality. Myth is 

fundamental, the dramatic representation of our deepest instinctual life, of a primary awareness 

of man in the universe, capable of many configurations, upon which all particular opinions and 

attitudes depend (Guerin, 2005). Myth is to be defined as a complex of stories-some no doubt 

fact, and some fantasy-which, for various reasons, human beings regard as demonstrations of the 

inner meaning of the universe and of human life. Myths are by nature collective and communal; 

they bind a tribe or a nation together in common psychological and spiritual activities. 

This approach emphasizes "the recurrent universal patterns underlying most literary works." 

Combining the insights from anthropology, psychology, history, and comparative religion, 

mythological criticism "explores the artist's common humanity by tracing how the individual 

imagination uses myths and symbols common to different cultures and epochs." One key concept 

in mythological criticism is the archetype, "a symbol, character, situation, or image that evokes a 

deep universal response," which entered literary criticism from Swiss psychologist Carl Jung. 

According to Jung, all individuals share a "collective unconscious,' a set of primal memories 

common to the human race, existing below each person's conscious mind", often deriving from 

primordial phenomena such as the sun, moon, fire, night, and blood, archetypes according to 

Jung "trigger the collective unconscious". Far from being primitive fictions - about the natural 












